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their decision to work for the liquidation of the mandatory regime
in Iraq by the year 1932.

That this decision would give rise to serious political difficulties
was a prospect which was foreshadowed in the report of the League
of Nations Commission of Inquiry which had visited the Mosul
vilayet in 1925. In reporting that ethe desires expressed by the
population' of the vilayet were 'more in favour of 'Iraq than of
Turkey', the Commission had warned the Council of the League that

the attitude of most of the people was influenced by the desire for
effective support under the mandate, and by economic considerations,
rather than by any feeling of solidarity with the Arab kingdom; if
those two factors had carried no weight with the persons consulted, it is
probable that the majority of them would have preferred to return to
Turkey rather than to be attached to "Iraq.1

This view of the state of opinion in the Mosul vilayet was confirmed,
and at the same time endorsed by the Commission itself, in the Com-
mission's 'final conclusions'.

The Commission is convinced that if the League of Nations' control
were to terminate on the expiry of the four-years' Treaty now in force
between Great Britain and 'Iraq, and if certain guarantees of local
administration were not to be given to the Kurds, the majority of the
people would have preferred Turkish to Arab sovereignty. The Com-
mission is also convinced that the advantages of the union of the dis-
puted territory with 'Iraq would in that case be exchanged for very
serious political difficulties and considers that, under those circum-
stances, it would be more advantageous for the territory to remain under
the sovereignty of Turkey, whose internal conditions and external
political situation are incomparably more stable than those of 'Iraq.2

In the light of the Commission's report, the Council had included
among the three conditions which it attached to its award of the
Mosul vilayet to 'Iraq the stipulation that the British Government
should make a new treaty with 'Iraq to ensure the continuance, for
twenty-five years, of the existing mandatory regime.3 It is true that
the Council had conditioned this condition by providing for its
abrogation in the event of Iraq being admitted to membership of
the League before the expiration of the twenty-five years* period;
and that therefore the method by which the British Government

1 Report of the Commission of Inquiry (C. 400. M. 147. 1925. VII), p. 88,
quoted in the Survey for 192$, Vol. i, p, 606.

a Report of the Commission of Inquiry, pp. 88-9, quoted in the Survey for
1925, VoL i, p. 507.

3 The text of this condition will be found in the Swrvey for 1925, Vol. i,
p. 520.